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Introduction

Back to top
The issue of privacy and public records is often difficult for the Ohio Judiciary.  Questions are  asked regarding what information can or should be redacted, what information should or should not be posted to the internet,  what should be done when there is a records request for all the data a court has, etc.  These questions are especially pertinent to court personnel who must manage Information Technology Systems.

This pamphlet does not attempt to answer these questions.  Instead, the reader will find here internet links to sources that may have already addressed them.  Although it cannot be assumed that this is fully comprehensive, as new case law or opinions emerge, every effort will be made to update this pamphlet accordingly.
Auditor’s Office
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The Auditor’s office maintains a list of relevant case law updates found here:

http://www.auditor.state.oh.us/LocalGovernment/YellowBook/update.htm
The Privacy Subcommittee of the Supreme Court of Ohio
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The Privacy and Public Access Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on Technology and the Courts did attempt to answer many public records concerns as they specifically pertain to the Judiciary.  The following link will take you to the final draft of the recommendation they have made to the Supreme Court as a result of their research. http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/ACTC/working_doc/PrivacyPolicy071205.pdf
Ohio Sunshine Laws
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The Ohio Sunshine Laws Manual from the Attorney General’s office contains a comprehensive list of relevant Ohio Revised Code regarding public records and any exceptions.  That list will not be duplicated here; please instead refer to the links below:

Attorney General’s Website on Ohio Sunshine Laws

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/sunshine.asp
Ohio Sunshine Laws

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/pubs/2006_sunshine_law_book.pdf
Opinions from the Office of the Attorney General
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Authority of judges and the clerk regarding the manner in which records are made public
http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/opinions/2003/2003-030.pdf
Social Security numbers, Redaction, and financial information

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/opinions/2005/2005-047.pdf
Format and Fees for Public Records

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/opinions/1999/99-012.htm
Removal of Pleadings

http://www.ag.state.oh.us/legal/opinions/1994/94-089.htm
Supreme Court of Ohio Decisions
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Definition of a record, a violation of public records law, and potential liabilities to courts
http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/rod/newpdf/0/2006/2006-Ohio-1244.pdf
Private Entities and Public Records

http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/Communications_Office/summaries/2006/1004/051505.asp
State Employee’s Addresses

http://www.supremecourtofohio.gov/Communications_office/summaries/2005/0907/040394.asp
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