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Guardian ad Litem Education Program 
Pre-Service Education 
 

This course is designed for attorneys and non-attorneys 
who are involved, or wish to become involved, with 
guardian ad litem (GAL) service in their local 
courts.   This course will satisfy the Supreme Court of 
Ohio Rule of Superintendence (Sup. R. 48) requiring 
that guardians ad litem serving in domestic relations 
and juvenile courts complete at least six hours of pre-
service educational programming.   
 
GAL Continuing Education Requirements 
 

Under the Supreme Court of Ohio Guardian ad Litem 
Rule (Sup.R. 48), each GAL will also be required to 
attend a three hour continuing education course 
annually every calendar year after attending the pre-
service course in order to remain in compliance with 
the rule.  The Judicial College’s interpretation of this 
section of the rule will require that GALs begin to take 
these three hour courses in 2010.  There will be no 
three hour courses offered in 2009.  Please visit 
www.supremecourt.ohio.gov and click on the “New 
Rules on Guardians ad Litem” box to learn more about 
the continuing education requirement.   
 
 



Who Should Attend 
This course is open to all Ohio attorneys and others who 
serve as Guardians ad Litem in Ohio Domestic Relations 
and Juvenile Courts.  Please refrain from attending more 
than one pre-service course unless required per Sup.R.48. 

Time 

Registration begins at 8:15 a.m. Course content will begin 
promptly at 8:45 a.m. and conclude at 4:45 p.m. 

How to Enroll  
Complete and mail or email (preferred) the attached 
registration form to the Judicial College. We will email you a 
confirmation notice approximately one week prior to the 
session you are enrolled in.  Please be sure to provide a 
legible email.  Walk–in registrations will not be allowed.  All 
attendees must pre-register.   
 

Tuition-Free 
There is no charge for this course. 
 

Continuing Legal Education Credit  
The Judicial College has applied to the Supreme Court of 
Ohio Commission on Continuing Legal Education for 6.0 
general CLE hours. This course does not qualify as Judicial 
College CLE for judges and magistrates. 

Continuing Professional Education Credit  
Approval for 6.0 Continuing Professional Education (CPE) 
clock hours has been requested for counselors and social 
workers by the Counselor, Social Worker, and Marriage and 
Family Therapist Board.  

Attendance 
In order to be in compliance with the proposed Rule of 
Superintendence, attendees must be present and engaged 
in coursework for the entire course—8:45 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
 

Cancellation 
If you must cancel your attendance, we would appreciate 
notification three business days prior to the session. This 
will allow wait-listed registrants the opportunity to attend. 

 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, June 23, 2009 
Ohio University Inn - Athens 
331 Richland Avenue 
Athens, OH 45701 
740.593.6661  
 
Room rate is $80 for a single. To reserve, call 
740.593.6661 or 1.866.593.6661 before June 1 to 
receive this special Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial 
College rate. 
 
 

Directions: 
From U.S. Route 50 East, 50 West, 33 North and  
33 South 
• Take the Ohio University Exit #17 (682 North 

Athens) to Richland Ave. 

• Turn left at light 

• The inn is on the right 
 

 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, July 28, 2009 
Crowne Plaza North Columbus 
6500 Doubletree Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
614.885.1885 
 
Room rate is $80 for a single. To reserve, call 
614.885.1885 or 1.800.996.8916 before July 7 to 
receive this special Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial 
College rate.  Reference Code:  Ohio GAL courses 
 
 

Directions: 
• From I-71 take route 161 (exit 117).   
• Turn west onto route 161.   
• Turn right onto Busch Boulevard.   
• Go three traffic lights to Kingsmill Parkway and   

turn right. 
• Kingsmill goes directly into the Crowne Plaza 

parking lot. 
 

 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, August 25, 2009 
Holiday Inn Akron West 
4073 Medina Road 
Akron,  Ohio  44333 
330.666.4131 
  
Room rate is $89 for a single. To reserve, call 
330.666.4131 or 1.888.465.4329 before July 24 to 
receive this special Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial 
College rate. 
 
 

Directions: 
 

• Take I-77 at route 18. 
• Exit 137 A 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, September 8, 2009 
Crowne Plaza North Columbus 
6500 Doubletree Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
614.885.1885 
 
Room rate is $80 for a single. To reserve, call 
614.885.1885 or 1.800.996.8916 before August 24 to 
receive this special Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial 
College rate.  Reference Code:  Ohio GAL courses 
 
 

Directions: 
• From I-71 take route 161 (exit 117).   
• Turn west onto route 161.   
• Turn right onto Busch Boulevard.   
• Go three traffic lights to Kingsmill Parkway and   

turn right. 
• Kingsmill goes directly into the Crowne Plaza 

parking lot. 
 

 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
Christopher Conference Center  
(next to Comfort Inn) 
20 N. Plaza Blvd. 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
740.775.3500 
 
Hotel Accommodations 
Comfort Inn 
20 N. Plaza Blvd. 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
740.775.3500 
 
Room Rate is $70. To reserve, call the hotel at 
740.775.3500 or 1.800.542.7919 before September 
26 to receive this special Ohio Judicial College 
rate.   
 
To receive specific directions to the facility, please 
visit www.mapquest.com 
 



Date and Location 
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 
Crowne Plaza North Columbus 
6500 Doubletree Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
614.885.1885 
 
Room rate is $80 for a single. To reserve, call 
614.885.1885 or 1.800.996.8916 before October 
27 to receive this special Supreme Court of Ohio 
Judicial College rate.  Reference Code:  Ohio GAL 
courses 
 
 

Directions: 
• From I-71 take route 161 (exit 117).   
• Turn west onto route 161.   
• Turn right onto Busch Boulevard.   
• Go three traffic lights to Kingsmill Parkway and   

turn right. 
• Kingsmill goes directly into the Crowne Plaza 



Dates and Location 
Tuesday, December 8, 2009 
Quest Conference Center, Columbus 
8405 Pulsar Place, Columbus, Ohio 43240 
614.540.5540 
 

Directions 
• Follow Interstate 71 to Exit 121 (located 12 

miles north of downtown Columbus), which is 
Polaris Parkway. 

• Go East on Polaris Parkway.  On your right-
hand side you will see a sign that reads “The 
Offices at Polaris.”  This is Pulsar Place. 

• Turn right and follow signs to 8405 Pulsar 
Place. 

 

Hotel Accommodations 
Best Western Franklin Park Suites Polaris 
2045 Polaris Parkway 
Columbus, Ohio 43240 
Phone: 614.396.5100 
 
Room Rate is $89. To reserve, call the hotel at 
614.396.5100 or 1.800.780.7234 before November 
6 to receive this special Ohio Judicial College rate.  
Reference Code:  GAL    
 
Directions: 
• Follow Interstate 71 to Exit 121 (located 12   
      miles North of downtown Columbus) which is  
      Polaris Parkway.  
• Go East on Polaris Parkway to second traffic   
      light.  
• Turn right. 
 
 



General Agenda - Six Hour Training 
 
 

8:45  Welcome and Introductions/Pre-test  
James Landon, Education  Program Manager 
The Supreme Court of Ohio 
Judicial College 

9:00  Guardian ad Litem Role/Overview  
 & History /Human Needs & Development   
  

10:10  Break  
 

10:25  Family Dynamics & Parenting   
 

11:10    Child Abuse & Neglect, Family Violence  
 

12:00     Lunch  
 

1:00 Child Abuse & Neglect, Family Violence  
 (continued)  
 

2:00       Family & Child Issues 
 

3:00 Break 
 

3:15       Legal Framework 
 

4:15 Summary/Review/Post-test 
 

4:45 Closing/Evaluation    

 
 
Special Needs 
If you have special needs or require a vegetarian 
meal, please supply this information on the 
registration form. We cannot accommodate special 
food requests the day of a course. 

Questions  
Questions regarding registration may be directed to 
Patti Fisher, Registrar.  Questions regarding course 
content may be directed to James Landon, Education-
Program Manager.  614.387.9445 



2009 Board of Trustees 
Hon. Thomas J. Moyer, ex officio 
Chief Justice, The Supreme Court of Ohio 

Hon. Charles G. Hague, chair 
Ashtabula County Court of Common Pleas 
Probate/Juvenile Division, Jefferson 

Hon. Carla Moore, vice-chair 
9th District Court of Appeals, Akron  

Hon. Joyce A. Campbell, secretary 
Fairfield Municipal Court 

Hon. Peggy L. Bryant  
10th District Court of Appeals, Columbus 

Hon. Janet R. Burnside 
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Cleveland 

Hon. Denise Herman McColley 
Henry County Court of Common Pleas 
Domestic Relations/Juvenile Division, Napoleon 

Hon. Jim D. James 
Stark County Family Court, Canton 

Hon. Jan Michael Long 
Pickaway County Court of Common Pleas 
Probate/Juvenile Division, Circleville 

Magistrate Diane M. Palos 
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas 
Domestic Relations Division, Cleveland 

Hon. Michael W. Ward 
Athens County Court of Common Pleas, Athens 
 

Staff 

W. Milt Nuzum III, Director 
M. Christy Tull, Manager of Curriculum Development 
James Landon, Education Program Manager 
Patti J. Fisher, Registrar 
Katrina M. Webb, Education Services Specialist 
Sara Stiffler, Education Services Specialist 
Melissa Pierre-Louis, Education Assistant 
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