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for the Government of the Judiciary

Amendments to the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Judiciary

(Gov. Jud. R. IV) were adopted by the Court and become effective March 1, 2008.  The history of these amendments is as follows:
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***

Amendments to the Supreme Court Rules 

for the Government of the Judiciary

***
RULE IV. Mandatory Continuing Legal Education for the Judiciary 

Section 1. Purpose. 
(A) To serve the public interest that mandates the competent performance of the duties of judicial office in Ohio, each Ohio judge shall participate in continuing legal education programs in compliance with this rule and Rule X of the Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio. 

(B) As used in this rule, "judge" includes the Chief Justice and Justices of the Supreme Court. 

Section 2. Judicial Continuing Legal Education Requirements; Full-Time Judges. 
(A) Full-time judges shall complete and report a minimum of forty credit hours of classroom instruction every two years on subjects devoted to the law or judicial administration. As part of the required forty credit hours of classroom instruction, full-time judges shall comply with both of the following: 

(1) Complete at least ten credit hours of continuing legal education that are offered by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College and that do not consist solely of the classroom instruction required by division (A)(2) of this section; 

(2) Complete at least two hours of classroom instruction related to both judicial ethics and professionalism, including at least thirty minutes of instruction on substance abuse and its causes, prevention, detection, and treatment alternatives. For purposes of this rule, professionalism shall be broadly defined, with periodic curriculum to include material designed to instill in judges the importance of professional conduct among themselves as well as instruction to judges on facilitating professionalism among attorneys as set forth in A Lawyer's Creed and A Lawyer's Aspirational Ideals adopted by the Supreme Court. 

(B) When the Commission determines that a judge has timely completed and timely reported more than the required number of credit hours in a reporting period the Commission may apply a maximum of twenty credit hours to the next reporting period. 

Section 3. Judicial Continuing Legal Education Requirements; Part-Time and Retired Judges. 
(A) Part-time judges and retired judges eligible for assignment to active duty pursuant to Section 6(C), Article IV of the Ohio Constitution shall complete and report twenty-four credit hours of classroom instruction every two years on subjects devoted to the law or judicial administration. As part of the required twenty-four credit hours of classroom instruction, part-time judges and retired judges eligible for assignment to active duty shall comply with both of the following: 

(1) Complete at least ten credit hours of continuing legal education that are offered by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College and that do not consist solely of the classroom instruction required by division (A)(2) of this section; 

(2) Complete at least two hours of classroom instruction related to both judicial ethics and professionalism, including at least thirty minutes of instruction on substance abuse and its causes, prevention, detection, and treatment alternatives. For purposes of this rule, professionalism shall be broadly defined, with periodic curriculum to include material designed to instill in judges the importance of professional conduct among themselves as well as instruction to judges on facilitating professionalism among attorneys as set forth in A Lawyer's Creed and A Lawyer's Aspirational Ideals adopted by the Supreme Court. 

(B) When the Commission determines that a judge has timely completed and timely reported more than the required number of credit hours in a reporting period the Commission may apply a maximum of twelve credit hours to the next reporting period. 

***

Section 6. Judicial orientation. 
(A) A person who, after January 1, 2007, is appointed by the governor or elected to a judgeship and who has not completed the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College Judicial Orientation for that jurisdiction shall attend the Judicial Orientation Program developed and accredited by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College. With the exception of Section 6(B)(3), this provision does not apply to any person reelected to the same judicial position. 

(B) The Judicial Orientation Program shall consist of four parts: 

(1) Part I consists of a general and specific curriculum applicable to the jurisdictions of the attendees. The Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College shall conduct Part I each year after the November election but before the commencement of judicial terms in the following year. 

(2) Part II consists of a general and specific curriculum applicable to the jurisdiction of the attendees. The Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College conducts Part II within six months after the conclusion of Part I. 

(3) Part III consists of a capital case seminar offered or approved by the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College and must be completed by a judge of the common pleas court in the general division who is elected or appointed to the bench. The seminar shall be completed within twenty-four months of assuming the bench. All judges in divisions of the common pleas court other than the general division may take the capital case seminar.  Judges in divisions of the common pleas court other than the general division who take the capital case seminar shall be eligible to preside over a capital case or participate in a capital case as a member of the three judge panel. 

(4) Part IV is the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College Mentor Program. The Mentor Program pairs a newly elected or appointed judge with an experienced judge-mentor within the same subject matter jurisdiction. Each judge required by this rule to participate in the mentor program must have regular contact with the mentoring judge for at least one year. This program does not apply to Supreme Court justices. 

(C) A person elected or appointed to the Supreme Court of Ohio shall complete only those portions of Parts I and II that are relevant to appellate or Supreme Court jurisdiction. 

(D) Any judge appointed after the conclusion of Part I but before the beginning of Part II must attend Part II. 

(E) A sitting judge who changes jurisdictions shall be required to complete only the portions of Parts I and II of the program that are specifically designed for the new jurisdiction. 

(F) The Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College shall not charge tuition for participation in Parts I and II and, pursuant to Supreme Court guidelines, shall pay or reimburse the participating judge for the costs of mileage, lodging, and meals while attending Parts I and II. 

(G) For good cause, the Executive Committee of the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College Board of Trustees may delay or excuse participation in Part I or Part II, but not both. 

(H) Failure to comply with this rule shall result in sanctions as set forth in Section 5 of this rule, but shall not affect the force or validity of any order entered by a judge. 

Section 7. Compliance. 
Any judge of the common pleas court in the general division shall comply with Section 6(B)(3) within twenty-four months of January 1, 2007 or assuming the bench, which ever is later. Any retired judge or judges in divisions of the common pleas court other than the general division shall comply with Section 6(B)(3) before accepting assignment to a capital case. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may delay or excuse participation in Part III. 
Section 8. Effective Dates. 

***

(M) The amendments to this rule adopted by the Supreme Court of Ohio on February 5, 2008 shall take effect on March 1, 2008.
