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In re: Jonathan Howard
Judge Nicole Walker

JUDGMENT ENTRY DECLARING
JONATHAN HOWARD A VEXATIOUS
LITIGATOR AND DISMISSAL OF
MOTIONS

This matter is before the court sua sponte, regarding deeming Jonathan Howard a
vexatious litigator pursuant to R.C. 2323.52, which reads in pertinent part:

“Vexatious litigator” means any person who has habitually, persistently,
and without reasonable grounds engaged in vexatious conduct in a civil
action or actions, whether in the court of claims or in a court of appeals,
court of common pleas, municipal court, or county court, whether the
person or another person instituted the civil action or actions, and whether
the vexatious conduct was against the same party or against different
parties in the civil action or actions. “Vexatious litigator” does not include
a person who is authorized to practice law in the courts of this state under
the Ohio Supreme Court Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio
unless that person is representing or has represented self pro se in the civil
action or actions.”

“The purpose of the vexatious litigator statute is clear. It seeks to prevent abuse of the
system by those persons who persistently and habitually file lawsuits without reasonable
grounds and/or otherwise engage in frivolous conduct in the trial courts of this state.
Such conduct clogs the court dockéts, results in increased costs, and oftentimes is a waste
of judicial resources—resources that are supported by the taxpayers of this state. The
unreasonable burden placed upon courts by such baseless litigation prevents the speedy

consideration of proper litigation.” Mayer v. Bristow, 2000-Ohio- l‘)ga this fo
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Jonathan Howard has initiated the following cases in the Akron Municipal Court
over the course of a year:

19CV02818, 20CV00397, 20CV04025, 20CV04208, 20CV04261, 20CV04841,
20CV 04842, 20CV04967, 20CV05023, 20CV05024, 20CV05025
20CV05109, 20CV05108, 20CV05245, 20CV 05246, and 20CV04360. This is in
addition to the voluminous pending motions Jonathan has attempted to file with the
Court. Due to the volume of cases and the illegible nature of the documents, the Court
has attached twenty-one of his “motions” marked as exhibits A through U. In each
instaﬁce, Jonathan Howard has applied for and received a poverty affidavit that allows
him to file his frivolous motions without paying a filing fee or court costs.

Jonathan Howard’s motions are illegible, accusatory, and increasingly hostile.
The Clerk of Court staff has endured his verbal abuse and refusal to leave their office
space. Because the motions and filings are so erratic and illegible, the Court struggles iﬁ
vain to understand what relief Jonathan Howard seeks.

Jonathan Howard’s conduct is not warranted under existing law and cannot be
supported by a good faith argument for an extension, modification, or reversal of existing
law. Mayer v. Bristow, 2000-Ohio-109. R.C. 2323.52(D)(1) provides that the court that
declared a person to be a vexatious litigator may enter an order that essentially enjoins
that person from engaging the processes of any Ohio trial court without first obtaining the
leave of the court to proceed /d. at 14. However, the statute is not designed, nor does it
operate, to preclude vexatious litigators from proceeding forward on their legitimate
claims. Instead, it establishes a screening mechanism under which
the vexatious litigator can petition the declaring court, on a case-by-case basis, for a

determination of whether any proposed action is abusive or groundless. Thus, R.C.

2323.52(F) provides that the court is precluded from granting leave to



the vexatious litigator unless it “is satisfied that the proceedings or application are not an
abuse of process of the court in question and that there are reasonable grounds for the
proceedings or application.” Id.

Therefore, and for good cause shown, the Court hereby determines that Jonathan
Howard is a vexatious litigator pursuant to R.C. 2323.52.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Jonathan Howard be, and hereby is, prohibited
from doing all of the following without first obtaining leave of this Court to proceed: (a)
Institute any legal proceedings in the Court of Claims, in any Ohio Court of Common
Pleas, Municipal Court or County Court; (b) Continue any legal proceedings that

| defendant had instituted in the Court of Claims, in any Ohio court of common pleas,

municipal court or county court prior to the entry of this Order; and ( ¢) Making any
application, other than an application for leave to proceed under R.C. 2323.52 (F) in any
legal proceeding instituted by the Defendant or another person in the Court of Claims, in
any Ohio court of common pleas, municipal court or county court.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order shall remain in force indefinitely and
the Clerk of this Court shall send a certified copy of this Order to The Supreme Court of

Ohio, pursuant to R.C. 2323.52 (H). All motions not specifically addressed by this Order

are hereby DENIED.
IT IS SO ORDERED. m

JUDGE NICOLE WALKER—"
cc: Jonathan Howard, pro se litigant

James Laria, Akron Municipal Clerk of Court
Clerk, The Ohio Supreme Court
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AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLA]NANT CLAIM
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first bemg duly swormn on oath, state they are the plaintiff(s) who completed

the preceding Small Claims Form, and that the statements made in that
claim are true and accurate, and that to the best of their knowledge the
named defendant(s) are not now serving in active military duty.
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AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINANT CLAIM
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first beiné duly sworn on oath, state théy are the plaintiff(s) who éompleted

the preceding Small Claims Form, and that the statements made in that
claim are true and accurate, and that to the best of their knowledge the |

named defendant(s) are not now serving in active military duty.
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ASSET INFORMATION (CONTINUED)
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M\\V’\ \\@’V“M (AFFIANT), being duly swomn, say:

1. |, being duly swom. hereby state that | am without funds and am unable to pay filing fees in this case. |
ha‘:o no assets that | could use to pay filing fees and | ask this court to waive the filing fees required in
this case.

2.. lalso acknowledge that | may be required by this court to pmontavldmeo oﬂnoomporasubatany
time during the p  of this case. Such evidence may include income tax returns. | further.:
.acknowledge that! mybouquludiomymomumda walved filing fee should | fail to pmontsuch

" evidence, or if such evidence indicates that a walver of filing fees was not warranted.

3. 1 ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT | UNDERSTAND THAT MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT ABOUT INCOME
OR ASSETS TO OBTAIN A WAIVER OF FILING FEES IS A FIRST DEGREE MISDEMEANOR VIOLATION OF
SECTION 2921.13 OF THE OH!O REVISED CODE AND CARRIES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF SIX MONTHS
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AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINANT CLAIM
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first beiné duly sworn on oath, state théy are the plaintiff(s) who éompleted

the preceding Small Claims Form, and that the statements made in that
claim are true and accurate, and that to the best of their knowledge the ik

named defendant(s) are not now serving in active military duty.
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