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Module 3:

Criminal & Civil 

Procedures

Lesson 2: Ohio Court Structure
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• All the information provided in these short lessons is publicly 

available and provides a simplified view of Criminal and Civil 

Procedures in the State of Ohio for participants to gain a 

basic understanding. 

• Remember: Procedures vary across jurisdictions so it is 

important to always check the steps in the process in the 

jurisdiction you are working. 

• This information is NOT intended  to be construed as legal 

advice. 
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Lesson 2
Ohio Court Structure
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Objective

2

•Gain a basic understanding of 
the structure of the Judicial 
System of the State of Ohio.
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Individual Activity

• View the video “An Introduction to Ohio’s Court System” available on 

the Ohio Supreme Court and the Ohio Judicial System Website or by 

entering the following links on your browser: 

• http://www.ohiochannel.org/MediaLibrary/Media.aspx?fileId=147201

• http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Ohio Judicial Structure

The Supreme Court of Ohio & The Ohio Judicial System currently available at http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp

SUPREME COURT

CHIEF JUSTICE 
&

SIX JUSTICES
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/districtCourts/default.asp

COURT OF APPEALS

TWELVE DISTRICTS, 
THREE-JUDGE PANELS
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/trialCourts/default.asp

COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS
IN EACH OF 88 COUNTIES

GENERAL DIVISION
DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION 
JUVENILE DIVISION 
PROBATE DIVISION
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

COURTS OF CLAIMS

JUDGES ASSIGNED BY 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

https://ohiocourtofclaims.gov/http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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MUNICIPAL

& 

COUNTY COURTS

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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MAYORS'S 
COURTS

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudSystem/default.asp
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Ohio Judicial Structure

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/SCO/jurisdiction/structure.pdf

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

  



Slide 14 

 

The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

Lesson Two Review
Key Points to Remember

• The Ohio Judicial Structure consists of several 

different types of courts 

• The different courts have different purposes, different 

jurisdictions, and different functions
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The Supreme Court of Ohio | Language Services Program

• Complete the exercise: Flow 

chart of the Ohio Judicial 

Structure.

Individual Activity
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