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The Supreme Court of Ohio’s Decriminalizing Financial Sanctions and Equalizing
Justice project proposes to work with diverse criminal justice stakeholders to increase
the use of objective data in creating and recommending effective policies surrounding
the imposition and collection of financial sanctions.

In Ohio, one in 25 adults is incarcerated or on parole or probation, costing $1.79 billion
per year. Crime imposes real and serious costs on society. Increases in criminal justice
spending have put a strain on local budgets and has led to a broader use of fines and
fees in an attempt to lessen the burden on budgets. There are growing concerns about
the overuse of monetary sanctions, which disproportionality impact poor defendants
and offenders. According to a 2013 investigation by the ACLU of Ohio, Ohioans are
being repeatedly jailed simply for being too poor to pay fines.

The Ohio Criminal Sentencing Commission is an affiliate office of the Supreme Court of
Ohio, pursuant to ORC. Chapter 181. The Commission by its very nature spans all
three branches of government and is inclusive of criminal justice and public safety
professionals.

The overall goal of the project is to identify and test promising practices for coordinated
and appropriate justice system responses to justice-involved individuals’ inability to pay
fines, fees, and related charges, including eliminating unnecessary and unconstitutional
confinement. Outcomes include, but are not limited to the following:

(1) Propose revisions to support risk-based release and to ensure that non-financial
release alternatives are available where appropriate.

(2) Gather and analyze data on alternative sentence and assessing indigence
methodologies in practice throughout Ohio and on a national level.

(3) Implement /scale up alternative sanction programs in five diverse courts, to test the
procedures and practices for the determination of indigence.

(4) Present findings and recommendations for making changes to (or maintaining
current) policies, practices, and statutes for the Ohio General Assembly’s consideration.
(5) Prepare a project report that will include the evaluation outcomes of methodologies,
incarceration cost savings, impact on recidivism, promising practices in assessing
indigence and use of alternative sentences.

(6) Create training curriculum and tools, for new and existing judges, court staff and
criminal justice partners on the assessment of indigence and alternative sentences.
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